
2002: Over half (52%) 
of Class of 2004 fails 
California High School 
Exit Exam (CAHSEE) 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

2004: Governor Schwar-
zenegger vetoes SB 1419 
to add an Opportunity to 
Learn Index to have two-
way school accountability 
law

2006: State Superintendent 
O’Connell recommends no 
alternative test for California High 
School Exit Exam; CAHSEE imple-
mented for high school gradua-
tion; only 63% of 10th graders in 
Class of 2006 graduate 

2007: Stanford researchers 
�nd that CA education is 
underfunded and should 
invest “signi�cantly more” ($1B 
to $1.5 Trillion) in Getting 
Down to Facts 

1997–98 to 2007–08: 
Dropout rate increases 
from 11.7% to 15.3%

2 0 0 8 – 2 0 1 0 : 
Governor Schwar-
zenegger and 
Legislature cut a 
combined $17 
billion from 
e d u c a t i o n 
budget 

2009: Governor 
S c h w a r z e n e g g e r 
vetoes AB 8 (Brownley) 
to reform education 
funding system 

2001: Campaign for 
Quality Education 
forms and organizes 
allies across California

2001: Assembly Bill 540 
signed: allows California’s 
undocumented immigrant 
student high school gradu-
ates to pay in-state tuition at 
colleges/universities 

2003: Proposition 54 
banning collection of 
racial or ethnic data is 
defeated 

2003: CAHSEE imple-
mentation delayed 
for two years at CQE’s 
Summer Jam to End 
the Exit Scam

2004: Williams v. California settled:  guaran-
tees quali�ed teachers ,  adequate  
textbooks, and safe and clean facilities for all 
students; includes $800 million for 
emergency school repairs

2004: Parent Leadership 
Action Network forms and 
organizes parents

2005: Los Ange-
les Uni�ed adopts 
A-G curriculum 
for all policy

2007: CQE allies win 
funds for schools in LA, 
Oakland and Long Beach 
from Quality Education 
Investment Act (QEIA)

2008: 2,000 CQE members 
allies deliver 15,000 
postcards to Governor 
Schwarzenegger: Please 
Don’t Kidnap My Dreams! 
And help to prevent an 
additional $1 billion in 
education budget cuts 

2009: San Francisco 
Uni�ed and Oakland 
Uni�ed adopt A-G 
curriculum for all 
graduation  policy

2009: CQE builds legisla-
tive support for passage 
of Assembly Bill 8 
(Brownley) to reform 
education funding 

2010: U.S. Department 
of Education investigates 
CQE and allies’ complaint 
that California is not 
keeping its promise to 
maintain education 
funding in exchange for 
federal stimulus funds
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M.I.A.: CALIFORNIA DITCHING  
SCHOOLS FROM 2000 - 2010


